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A Message from Pastor Don 

On Saturday, June 27th, the NCO District gathered for 
District Assembly in an unusual way: it was all done 
electronically through YouTube Live. It was different 
in many ways, but in one way it was the same: it is 
the annual time of accounting. What has God done in 
2019-20, and what will He do in the year to come? 
 
As I think about this matter of “accounting,” my 
thoughts turn to the Parable of the Talents found in 
Matthew 25:14-30.  In this account the Master (who 
is Jesus) goes on a journey and leaves three of his 
servants property they are to manage.  To one He 
gives five talents, to another two, and to a third one.  
The number of talents given was determined by the 
servants’ abilities (verse 15). Then the Master went 
on a journey.  While away, we are told that the serv-
ants who had received five and two talents doubled 
what they had received.  On the other hand, the 
servant who had received one talent went and bur-
ied his and gained nothing.  When the Master re-
turned, He called the servants in for a time of 
“accounting.”  For the first two servants, the time of 
accounting was rewarding for the Master commend-
ed them for their faithfulness and made it clear to 
them that He would put them in charge of even 
more.  For the third servant, the time of accounting 
was not so good, for the Master was upset with his 
laziness.  His one talent was taken from him and he 
was thrown out of the house. 
 
When I read this parable, it reminds me of the fact 
that God is very interested in “accounting.”  He 
wants to know: What have you done with what I 
have given to you?  What is the return on my invest-
ment in you?  What can you show for your efforts?  
Have you been faithful?  These are challenging ques-
tions and it is good to stop and think every so often 
about our answer to those questions. 
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Over the next year we will be given an opportuni-
ty to determine our answer to those questions 
that God will ask us at the end of the year.  My 
earnest prayer is that when the day of accounting 
comes, Jesus will say to us at Parkside Nazarene, 
“Well done, good and faithful servant!  You have 
been faithful with a few things; I will put you in 
charge of many things.  Come and share in your 
Master’s happiness.” 
 
So, what is it that God has given to us to manage?  
He has given to us a talented group of around 45-
50 on  average who attend.  He has given us won-
derful facilities in a prime location. He has given 
to us a new vision and some core values to guide 
us. He has given to us a never changing mandate 
stated succinctly in Mark 16:15: “Go into all the 
world and preach the good news to all creation.” 
He has given us the power to do it: “But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 
and you will be my witnesses…” (Acts 1:8a) He has 
given us a great community to reach. When the 
Master comes to us next year and asks us what 
we have done with what we have been given, 
what will our answer be? 
 
I’m convinced that God does not want us to give 

the report of the servant who was given one tal-

ent and did nothing but bury it and give it back. 

God is asking us to be like the other two servants 

who took God’s provision and multiplied it. I’m 

challenging all of us to creatively find new ways to 

increase God’s Kingdom at Parkside. I’m already 

looking forward to our next time of accounting 

because I can already hear those glorious words 

from our Master: “Well done, good and faithful serv-
ant!  You have been faithful with a few things; I will 
put you in charge of many things.  Come and share 
in your Master’s happiness.” 
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Live Stream of weekly                                 

Services & Devotionals: 

Sundays at 10:00 a.m.  

Wednesday Devotionals  at 11:00 a.m. 

Go to: 

www.facebook.com/parknaz/      or 

www.youtube.com                               

Parkside Nazarene Church 

Significant Dates  in July: 

Independence Day: July 4 (No Fireworks at Clague Park) 

Sanctuary Open: July 5 (Two Services: 10 am & 11:15 am) 

NMI Virtual  Assembly: July 11 

Pat & Randy 

Whitney 

07 

Barbara & Rev. 

David Flack 

09 

July Anniversaries 

PARKSIDE CHILD CARE 

CENTER  

 

The Center has been open since June 8 following 

all new protocols.  It has been going well. Alt-

hough they are not on the playgrounds yet, the 

teachers are getting the kids outside for walks 

and to play on the  green space as much as pos-

sible. 

THE ELECTION OF THE NEW BOARD 

The newly elected Church Board is: 

Debby Kimmey & Andy Murphy (3 year term) 

Bill St. John & Jylian Purtee (2 year term) 

Nancy Padgett & LaVerne Kling (1 year term) 

The two Delegates to the Virtual District Assembly held on June 27 

were: 

Harold Kimmey and Jylian Purtee 

NMI President: Frances Cooney 

NYI President: Rosie Rivera 


